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DECONSTRUCTING the COMMON CORGrade 8



TENNESSEE STANDARDS AND SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING COMPETENCIES


	Subject
 8th Grade
	TN Standards (5-8) Academic target:  Students will be able to…
	SEL I Can Statement. Students will able to….
	What would teachers need to do to integrate SEL and TN Standards?

	











English Language Arts
	
	 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 



	











I can accurately identify my emotions and the complexities of different emotions
	Learning activity(s): 
Character Mapping
Select a shared text (maybe a chapter book, short story or other text) with a compelling theme (perseverance, forgiveness, etc.).
Create small groups and assign a different character to each group.  Groups create a character map, by writing the name of the character in the center of the chart paper.  In web fashion, group members contribute ideas about how the character exhibited the identified theme or emotion
.
After a few minutes, invite groups to rotate charts to different groups.  The new groups read ideas charted and add additional ideas.  Continue with the chart rotations until the charts are back to the original groups.

Closing Reflection:
Which character do you most relate to and when is a time when you have felt the same way this character felt.




	













Math
	
	 Know and apply the properties of integer exponents to generate equivalent numerical expressions. For example, 32 x 3-5 = 3-3 = (1/3)3 = (1/27) 



	












I can develop strategies to manage my stress.
	Learning activity(s):
Snowball Activity
1.  Invite students to think of a time when they were faced with a stressful situation or challenging emotion at school – a time when they might have responded in a way that escalated the situation.  For example, maybe someone accidentally bumped you in the hallway and you thought it was on purpose and pushed back, which resulted in a fight and ISS.
2.  Next Invite students to write about a strategy they could have used to de-escalate the strong emotion or stressful situation.
2.  After writing, ask students to wad up their paper (into a snowball) and bring the snowball to a standing circle.
3.  Students toss their snowballs into the center of the circle.
4.  All students collect a snowball and take turns reading the strategy written.
5.  Reflecting on the activity:  Ask students to share a strategy that they heard that was a new idea or something they’d like to try.
Connecting to academic standard:  Ask, how might the outcomes of negative behavior relate to exponential notation?  

	






Social Studies
	
Explain the primary motivations for English colonization of the New World, including the rise of the middle class (joint stock companies), the need to move surplus population, and the search for religious freedom.

	



I can apply empathy to my social interactions
I can understand the reason behind rules
	Learning activity(s):
Maitre’ D Activity
 Teacher calls for particular number of people, for example, “The Maitre’ D is calling for table groups of….
2.  Have you ever been in a position where you wanted to leave a group that you were with or separate from a particular group?
3.  What were some of the primary motivations for English colonization of the New World?
4.  If you had lived during this time, which of these motivations would have most compelled you to want to leave your country?

Reflection:  
How did we practice empathy in this activity?

	






Science
	Design and conduct open-ended scientific investigations.
	






I can establish and maintain friendships.

	Learning activity(s):  
Opening:  Invite students to think of a time when you’ve been involved in a group project that was very successful.  What contributed to the work or project being successful?  What roles did different members play and how were these roles decided? This is a private reflection.  After a few minutes, invite students to share out within their groups.

Next, instruct students to decide which roles are needed in their group to successfully complete this lab/scientific investigation.  Ask them to work with their group members to assign roles and establish 2-3 group rules that they can all agree on.

Invite groups to report out on the roles and/or rules they created.

Closing Reflection:  
How is this process of working in groups and identifying roles and rules similar to managing and maintaining friendships?










