Federal Funds that can be leveraged to Support Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning


Over the past several years, states and districts have worked to address the impact of the pandemic and help students recover academically, socially, and emotionally. As the final round of American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds must be committed by the end of September 2024 (unless a State has received approval for late liquidation), states and districts are making important funding decisions to continue critical investments in supporting students’ ongoing academic, social, and emotional needs. 

This moment, while challenging and difficult, calls for states and the federal government to look for opportunities to increase investments in K-12 education and sustain support for evidence-based strategies with proven effectiveness. The Every Student Succeeds Act in particular calls for a focus on well-rounded education, and provides states and districts with the flexibility to choose evidence-based strategies - such as social and emotional learning (SEL) - to support student achievement. 

Below is a list of federal funding sources across the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, which states and districts can leverage to support students’ academic, social, and emotional learning.



	U.S. Department of Education

	Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 

	Title
	About the Grant Program
	How It Can Support SEL
	States?
	Districts?
	Funding 
Type
	Links 

	Title I, Part A

	Title I, Part A provides funding to states and districts to support schools with high numbers or percentages of underserved children to ensure that all children meet challenging state academic standards.
	Can be used to implement SEL  as schoolwide or targeted assistance supports to boost student academic achievement. Can also include professional development for school personnel working with children receiving Title I-funded services.


	✅
	✅
	Formula[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Formula grants, also commonly referred to as block grants, are made directly to states. Often state agencies are then able to distribute these funds to local agencies or programs.] 

	Link

	Title II, Part A
	Title II, Part A funds educator professional development.
	Can support professional development for in-service educators’ to develop and grow their own SEL competencies and capacity to implement SEL in the classroom.
	✅
	✅
	Formula
	Link

	Title II, Part B
	The Supporting Effective Educator Development (SEED) program provides funding to eligible entities, including Institutions of Higher Education to increase the number of highly effective educators by supporting the implementation of evidence-based practices that prepare, develop, or enhance the skills of teachers, principals, or other school leaders.
	Can support the development of educator preparation programs, which help educators develop strategies to promote SEL and holistic student well-being.
	States and districts benefit indirectly see footnote.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Eligible entities for the SEED program include institutions of higher education; national nonprofit entities with a demonstrated record of effectiveness; partnerships consisting of one or more of such entities and a for-profit entity; or the Bureau of Indian Education.] 

	Competitive[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Competitive grants are awarded through a competitive application process and are subject to selection by the granting agency, which can select proposals that align with their priorities, goals, and funding availability.] 

	Link

	Title III

	Title III provides funding to improve the English proficiency and academic achievement of English Learners.
	Can support SEL strategies that are culturally responsive and relevant to a school’s students as an effective strategy for strengthening English Learners’ language skills.
	✅
	✅
	Formula
	Link 1
Link 2

	Title IV, Part A 

	The Student Support and Academic Enrichment block grant program provides funding to improve students’ academic achievement by increasing the capacity of states, districts, and schools to provide all students with a well-rounded education, improve school conditions for student learning, and improve the use of technology to improve the academic achievement and digital literacy of all students.
	States and districts can use funding to provide students well-rounded educational experiences, including by increasing student access to and improving student engagement and achievement through activities and programs that contribute to a well-rounded education, and fostering safe and healthy schools, all of which can be supported through leveraging SEL as an evidence-based strategy. 
	✅
	✅
	Formula
	Link

	Title IV, Part B

	The 21st Century Community Learning Centers program supports the creation or expansion of community learning
centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly those from underserved and low-income communities.
	Can support SEL as a part of out-of-school time programming.
	✅
	✅
	Formula
	Link

	Title IV, Part F
	The Mental Health Services Professional Demonstration Grants program supports innovative partnerships to train school-based mental health service providers for employment in schools and LEAs.

	Can be used to support the pipeline of school-based mental health professionals (e.g., through placements in high-need schools and LEAs to complete training, field hours, etc.), which alongside SEL as a universal mental health prevention strategy can be part of a comprehensive strategy to support student social and emotional needs.
	
	✅
	Competitive
	Link

	Title IV, Part F
	The School-Based Mental Health Services Grants program provides funding to increase the number of credentialed mental health services providers providing school-based mental health services to students in LEAs with demonstrated need.
	Can be used to fund the recruitment and retention of school-based mental health professionals in schools. Can also be used to provide retraining to equip existing professionals to serve high-need LEAs, and to increase the number of professionals from diverse backgrounds or communities with demonstrated need. Alongside SEL as a universal mental health prevention strategy, school-based mental health services can be part of a comprehensive strategy to support student social and emotional needs.
	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link

	Title IV, Part F
	The Full-Service Community Schools program provides support for the planning, implementation, and operation of full-service community schools for children and families, particularly for children attending underserved schools.
	Can be leveraged to expand learning models that meet social and emotional needs of children. In particular, past competitions have included a competitive priority[footnoteRef:4] for projects designed to improve students’ social, emotional, and academic needs. (see Link 2.)   [4:  A competitive priority means that applications that successfully address some or all of the competitive preference priorities in the project design may receive additional points or preference during the review process.] 

	
	✅
	Competitive
	Link 1
Link 2

	Title IV, Part F
	Project Prevent Grants provide funds to help schools in communities with pervasive violence to help prevent community violence and mitigate the impacts of exposure to community violence.
	Can be leveraged to offer students social and emotional supports as a part of addressing the effects of community violence and providing a safer and improved school environment.
	
	✅
	Competitive
	Link

	Title IV, Part F
	The School Climate Transformation Grants program provides funds to develop, enhance, or expand states’ systems of support for, and technical assistance to, districts and schools implementing an evidence-based, multi-tiered behavioral framework for improving behavioral outcomes and learning conditions for all students.
	Can be used to implement, integrate, and expand SEL as an evidence-based practice for improving school climate and supporting student social and emotional needs and overall well-being. 
	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link

	Title IV, Part F
	The Education Innovation and Research Grants program provides funds to create, develop, implement, replicate, evaluate and/or take-to-scale evidence-based innovations to improve achievement and attainment for high-need students.
	In partnership with eligible partners with expertise in research and evaluation, states and districts can be partners in EIR SEL grants that  test, refine, and implement approaches that leverage SEL at schools and districts while evaluating and further building the field’s evidence base.

Of note, early and mid-phase EIR grants have an absolute priority[footnoteRef:5] for SEL, which includes projects designed to “improve students’ social, emotional, academic, and career development, with a focus on underserved students.” (See Links 2 and 3.) [5:  An absolute priority means only applications that address the absolute priority in the project design will be considered for funding.
] 

	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link 1
Link 2 Link 3


















	U.S. Department of Education

	Bipartisan Safer Communities Act

	Title
	About the Grant Program
	How It Can Support SEL
	States?
	Districts?
	Funding Type
	Links

	Stronger Connections 
Grant Program[footnoteRef:6] [6:  As of this writing, funding under the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act runs through Fiscal Year 2025.] 

	The Stronger Connections Grant program provides funds to SEAs to competitively award subgrants to
high-need LEAs (as defined by individual SEAs) to establish safer and healthier learning environments and to prevent and respond to acts of bullying, violence, and hate, among other programs and activities.
	States: State reservation can be used for state-level activities to support safe and healthy students under section 4108 of the ESEA. This can include providing technical assistance and other supports to LEAs implementing Stronger Connections subgrants.

Districts: Funds can be used to support schoolwide implementation of strategies to meet students’ social, emotional, and academic needs. This includes evidence-based strategies such as SEL.
	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link


































	U.S. Department of Education

	Higher Education Act

	Program
	About the Grant Program
	How It Can Support SEL
	Eligible Entities
	Funding Type
	Links 

	Title II, Part A
	The Teacher Quality Partnership program provides funds to improve student achievement and support the quality of prospective and new teachers by enhancing the preparation of prospective teachers and enhancing professional development activities for new teachers, among other purposes.
	Can support the development of educator preparation programs and activities that help educators grow in their SEL competencies and developing classroom strategies to promote SEL and holistic student well-being.
	SEAs and LEAs eligible in consortia with other institutions and organizations
	Competitive
	Link

	Title II, Part B
	The Augustus F. Hawkins Centers support comprehensive, high-quality State-accredited teacher educator programs by creating centers of excellence at Historically Black Colleges and Universities; Tribal Colleges or Universities; or Minority Serving Institutions.
	Can support the development of educator preparation programs, which can include leveraging SEL to meet the needs of educators of color, and help educators develop classroom strategies to promote SEL and holistic student well-being.
	Institutions of Higher Education
	Competitive
	Link

	Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act (Perkins V)

	Title I
	Perkins V provides support for CTE programs and focuses on improving the academic and technical achievement of CTE learners, among other purposes.
	Can be leveraged to support evidence-based SEL to strengthen CTE learners’ employability skills prior to and upon entry into the workforce.
	Various
	Formula
	Link

	U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

	Program
	About the Grant Program
	How It Can Support SEL
	States?
	Districts?
	Funding Type
	Links 

	Project AWARE
	Project AWARE provides funds to develop a sustainable infrastructure for school-based mental health programs and services.
	Can be used to implement SEL as a universal tier 1 intervention to ensure that school-aged youth have access and are connected to appropriate and effective behavioral health services.
	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link


	Trauma-
Informed Support Services Grant Program[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Funding for the Trauma-Informed Support Services Grant program is currently provided through the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, which as of this writing is funded through FY2025.] 

	The Trauma-Informed Support Services grant program provides funds to increase student access to evidence-based and culturally relevant trauma support services and mental health care by developing innovative initiatives, activities, and programs to link local school systems with local trauma-informed support and mental health systems.
	Funds can be used to develop and implement a training plan to foster safe and stable learning environments and prevent and mitigate the effects of trauma through social and emotional learning. (See Link 2.)
	✅
	✅
	Competitive
	Link 1
Link 2
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